Depb’i Bench Neighborhood Association

DBNA MEETING MONDAY NOVEMBER 30,
Roosters Vista Village 6-8PM Leaf recycling
Kootenai new Jack in the Box & Crescent Rim
Agenda Contact Debbie Thompson 429-8199
Kootenai Contact John Gannon 343-1608

KOOTENAI STREET

- Background: Sidewalks on Kootenai Street have been a contentious issue. Recently the schoo
district suggested sidewalks and the Boise City Council endorsed the idea. Ada County
Highway District would build and pay for them but no budgeted money and no plan. However.
now is the time to be involved before a decision is made.

History: In 1995 there were proposals to bring Kootenai up to “modern standards”, which
meant widening and sidewalks. Previously Mayor Coles and others promoted bike lanes, which
residents generally applauded. ACHD began the widening at theOrchard/Kootenai junction, and
you can see it today. The idea was to have a clear traffic route to Boise State. The DBNA
vigorously opposed widening Kootenai. A petition was started, and 15 of us attended an ACHD
meeting asking that Kootenai be made safer by lowering the speed limit to 25mph and ban trucks
After a sometimes heated meeting, the Commissioners rejected Staff's recommendation, and
voted unanimously to lower the speed and ban trucks.

I am informed by ACHD that traffic on Kootenai has actually been reduced from 6500
trips daily in 1995 to 5500 trips today. For comparison, Rose Hill has around 10,000 trips daily

Observations: Kootenai is used by many pedestrians and bikers even though there are no
sidewalks. Compare pedestrian use on Overland and Rose Hill, where pedestrians and bikes are
rarely seen. Why?

Options: In the past these options have been discussed from time to time:
Signs: “Want to go Faster — Use Overland” signs have been used in the past. I have around 20.
Call John Gannon 343-1608 if you want one. Putting up three or four might be helpful.
Sidewalks: Sidewalks added on one or two sides. Some engineers in the past resisted saying
they have to bring the street up to “standards” They might not be so adamant since the school
district suggested sidewalks. Some residents have resisted sidewalks on Kootenai fearing they
would be an excuse for a higher speed limt, more traffic, and trucks.
Pathways: Asphalt pathways could preserve present trees and vegatation.
Chicanes: Low barriers can slow traffic. See attached design for Kootenai/Latah which was
passed around at one time. Crescent Rim is doing that in their traffic plan.
ATTEND THE MEETING NOVEMBER 30" 6-8PM at ROOSTERS
TO SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS AND NEW IDEAS
WE NEED TO FORM A COMMITTEE












